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Gc.sher Galicia (‘'Bridge to Galicia”) is the special interest group 
tor people researching their Jewish roots in the former Austrian 
province of Galicia. Its goals are to promote a forum for 
researchers to share information and to promote individual and 
group research of Galicia. 


VVe aost a website; pews' •; iwtheAuiAgtegwg along with two 
searchable databases: The Ai.i.GaIJCTK DATABANK at 

A’ "-'c ’ " 1 • - ane the Cndasirn' Map A Land¬ 

owner Records li:\cr.lor\ a I: ! 1 11 p: lm\m l.cmii MepsuK ial icia . 

The A:1 Galicia .Database i AGDt search engine cinreitily fealtiivs 
close to .hHi.iKH.) records from 41 different data sources, and will 
grow over the lev. months. It cover- everything from Galician, 
birth, death, mnrriaee and divorce record-’ to Phonebooks. school 


We a 1 si> coordinate, the Cnda-dsn Map. 
!.endowiv! and Voter Recoice Project. which 
began in dOD" a- a long lerm inilialive In 
inventory arid obtain cadastral mapv and 
propei l> records linn archives (» Ukraine 
and Boland agd to index (he information 
contained therein to'Tint her family hi-n>i v 
research. 
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3 The Post Holocaust Period 


A summary 

1 lie Shtot 1 iilks Jew islujcn website lor Krakow 


The Holocaust 


A summary 

Oscar vSehuidlor 

Zy do \vs ka () rga o t za c j '» 1 k >j o \v r i 

Y izkor books 

A further reading list 

Yad Vuslieni 

The Holocaust Memorial: .Museum 
The Wiener library 

'iTeShtetlinks Jewisligen websile for Krukbu 
ilte Shoreshun site 
Kilut Gordin Levitan's site 


Hie Wars 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ttives 


In the begin. 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IN I RODl CHON 


I start. %* introduction to this small hook with some self doubt, 
Hmy books have been written about the Jewish community of 
Krakow , bar more hooks than ha\e been written abqtfl Jewish 
life m the Fnglish towns of say Manchester or heeds. It is tme 
that those towns are essentially the product of the Industrial 
Revolution whereas Krakow had a areal importance in much 
earlier times. Possibly the number ol books about. Krakow Jevm 
arises out of a perception that memories ami facts about the 
community need to he recorded before it is too late. 

Re a imp in mind the number of books which have ahead} been 
published, is there a need lor another one? Partieularlv a book 
written by someone whose family left the city as Iona ago as the 
Ik70 s. Such ehut/pah! Why is this hook different front all other 
hooks? 

Well I humbly suggest two reasons. Firstly u is incomplete and 
secondly it is written backwards. In ease you should think this is 
complete noiisen.se. let me explain. 

'h'lh attribute^ reflect the nature of genealogw Firstly, as 
genealogists we newer complete our jigsaw which has infinite 
dimensions. I his hook is therefore not intended to he a complete 
W'drfc. Far example at 

Mwyy.sbletlink.: Jw.vimpeliayy Krakow 'kmJ'iblioarapliv.him. 
the Jevvishpen site, which is described in the Guide, lists more 
than a hundred hooks or articles which have been written about 
Krakow. Many of these are not mentioned in the follow tug 
pages. This Guide may therefore he regarded as little more than 
a first drab. However it is intended to show readers ttf there are 
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any) hmv to use some'sources. and also to: encourage -hem to 
identify and re,search other sources of ittformittiofl and bring 
them to the attention of the gencaJogicalcomniunity. 

If there is ever a second edition of this work, hopefully it will 
include a list of thankful acknowledgements to people wlio have 
suggested improvements to this edition, lii the meantime Tam 
pleased to thank the following:* ni> friend Brian Greene for his 
encouragement: Anna Biel.a for her help at the Archives in 
Krakow: and Paul Auerbach lor his information aboui passports 
in the KS'VO's and the 1870 Census. 

As for writing a book backwards - normally a history book or a 
biography starts at an earlier lime and proceeds forwards to the 
future. \Ve genealogists work die other way round. No wonder 
some, people do not understand, us! 

It rum be useful to make four further observations at this stage, 

1 irstly. although the hook is divided into chapters which are 
identified by time periods, those periods are to some extent 
arbitrary, limit is because some sources of information span 
different periods. Perhaps the most important example of such a 
source is the classic two volume work of' Major Bahthan 
Tlistorja Kvdow w Krakow ic i na Kn/muer.'.u. 1301 - .IKON', hi 
2003 this work was published in Bril as Toldoi ha'Ychudim 
b'Krakov uve Ka/hnier/ 1 AO-1* IK683 


The title of that work leads to the second observation.. 
References to ‘Krakow w hich can also he spelt Cracow. Kroke, 
or Krakau or even N?XT are not always strictly correct. That is 






















































































































































































because the Jewish town of Ka/imierx was an, independent 
entity until the beginning of the IT century. Sometimes, 
theretofe. the name, Krakow has I teen used as a convenience, 
In this Guide the area under rev iew has been called 'Krakow' in 
the interests of consistency, except where another spelling has 
been, used in the title ot‘ another work. On 'occasions the w ord 
should also be taken to include the southern suburb of Podgorze 

Ihirdly, hopelully most leaders would agree that there h more 
to genealogy than listing twines and dales. Although this is not 
a history book, references will therefore be made to historical 
and sociological matters so that the sources of genealogical 
information can he placed in context. By w;i\ of example, a 
history of the community from the earliest times to the present 
can he found in the introductory chapter of volume 21 of 'Polin' 
which is published by I lie Institute ol Polish-.lcwish Studies in 
< Kjotd 

I he tourth observation is that a genealogical study of Krakow 
needs to be considered in the context of Polish genealogy as a 
whole. It is therefore useful for a reseat diet' to he aware oft he 
broader Polish picture, all lv it within the confines of Jewish 
genealogy'. Such a broader umlemlandiiig can be gleaned from 
various, puhlicutions ol which the to!low ing are examples. 

'A 'Guide to Jewish Genealogy in Poland' by Susan lifer is one 
Of a series of guides published by The Jewish Genealogical 
Society of Great Britain. The website of the Society is located, at 
SKAA'jesgAfu'g.jik As the mime suggests the Guide gives a 
useful over view. h contains chapters on Galicia (that pari of 
southern Poland including Krakow winch was occupied by 
Austria in the I9 l1 ' century), and 'Planning a visit to PolamP. 
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fe, Linda. She clearly did not kr 
was marrying 40 years, ago. 1 
ter of Gcslier Galicia for her one* 




Hopefully this small work will prove useful and informative. I 
hope it will also he a worthwhile journey in time - not,so much 
back to the future but forward into the past. 


Geoffrey M Wei.sgard 
Manchester, England. August. 201 I 
; W ,c<m 
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:ilv itself operates a bilingual (Polish and English) 

nklo-akow -ie w ifh -urg pb 

The current community, and the memory ot past communities, 
receive the attention of a number of non Jewish supporters. 
Some of these are academies whose works arc ment ioned in this 
Guide. One such supporter is Prof Alcksunder Skotxiiclci, a 
professor of the Medical Faculty al lire Jagiellonian Kniversity. 
11c is currently establishing a Centre of Dialogue at til. 
Stradomska, 11. Prof ■Skotnieki's background is described in his 
article 'Krakow is P.vcrywhere' in the bilingual work 'Swiat 
Pr/ea Katasirokf (A World Before a Catastrophe). 
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'l l IK POST I IQLQCA 1 r ST PB'R IOD 


A Siinijnury 

The period since 1«45 muV seem a barren period from the point 
of view of genealogists Vet sonic sources of information are 
available particularly if the net is widened to include the 
'Krakow diaspora'. 

II it is agreed that it is helpful to put genealogy into a general 

historical contest, then reference should be made to the book 

' the Jews ol Cracow ' by Imgcnitis/ Duda. I his book, published 
in about 2000 is particularly concise but in format i\e. In some 
ways it is based on an earlier hook by the same author. 

"Krakowsk.ie Judatca’ published in 1001. fhc filer book has the 
advantage of having been translated into Knglish. 

In his account of the Jewish postwar community. Mr Duda 
indicates that the Jew ish population in the first post war years 
w as about 6,000 I bis figure included only about 2('()t) w ho had 
lived in the city before the war. The book gives a brief 

description of the communal groups that operated, so far as 
possible, in the old Jewish quarter but quite clearly the re¬ 
establishment of Jewish life was limited by anti-Semitism, 
including anti-Jewu«h riots in Krakow in August 042. 'Because 
ot such m almosphcrc in the city, the Jews treated Cracow as a 
temporary stop on their way. which led to the West and often 
overseas.’ 

As u result ol at least three waves ol Jewish emigration that are 
idenlilied by Mr Duda. much of the pos( war history of the 
Jewish community of Krakow telates to places outside that city. 
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A Sum mary 


III terms of time, the years 1939 to 1945 account for less than 
one percent of the history of the Jewish community in Krakow. 
It is a period between now and history. Clearly it is not now. 
hut at least whilst there is still one survivor alive, it is not vet 
hi.st on. 


Although the Holocaust provides tm important source of 
information talbert nearly wholly negative t. it must also he 
reeogni/eJ that a vast amount ofAkita was destroyed during this 
period. 'The Destruction of Jew ish Libraries and Archives in 
Cracow during World War IL is the title of an arliele In March 
Sroha which appeared in * I .ibraries and Culture’ (1 miversily of 
Texas bress) - Volume 38 Number 2. Spring 2(H>3. 


In nraelieal terms it is Mitch impossible lor anyone interested in 
Jewish genealogy to studv this period purely in terms of names 
ami dates. The very quantity and nature of the information 
which is available to those v\ ho are interested arise from the 
exceptionally aw ful events of the limes. Arguably it is therefore 
appropriate for genealogists to start their research by reading at 
least one of the many accounts of the times written by a 
survivor. 


Lite 'Library of Holocaust Testimonies' is a series of books 
published by Valentine Mitchell to record the memories of 
survivors. Typically, each book starts with an account: of a 
pleasant Iifestylo in pre war Krakow. The book, then describes 
the deterioration of conditions through ghettos, labour camps 





























































































































mid extermination camps and then relates how the survivor 
rebuilt his oj her .life al ter the war, From a genealogists point of 
view the books have a disadvantage in that they do not have 
name indexes. J he books in the senes w hich relate primarily to 
Krakdw. with their dates of first publication in the series are as 
fol lows. 

My Lost, Work! by Sam Rosen. 1995 

An Jfcrrtl to Childhood by Miriam Akavku 199? 

1 Light a Candle bv Ciena Ttirgd, 1.995 

Have You Seen My Little Sister.’ Bv Janma I ischlcr-Maiiinho 
1998 

Who Are You, YlrCirymck by Yatnn (boss. YKH and 
My Ilonieiowii Concentration Camp by Bernard Often, 2008 

Osc ar Sc hindler 

It is virtually impossible to eonsider Krakow in the Holocaust 
period without coming across die name Oscar Schindler. I his 
person (and personality) came to tlte attention of the public as a 
lesiilt I liomas kenealh s book 'Schindler's Ark’ for winch the 
author was aw arded the Hooker McConnell I’n/e in 1982, Since 
then there has been a lilm. and a whole host of books about 
Schindlei liimsell, those on his hs(. his wife, the film and all 
minted matters. Front a genealogists point of view not onlv do 
these books give useful background information: they - or at 
least some ol them - also give informat ion about individuals ami 
families. 

A paitieularly good example of such a hook is 'Schindlers 
Legacy - True Stories of the Last Surv ivors' by l .linor.l Breeher. 
Chapters in this book are devoted to some three dozen 
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J^vd'qwska Oeg anizaeja Buiow a 

Ralltcr too little recognition has been given to the gallantry of' 
the .Jewish lighting Force. Z.ydowska ()rgani/.aeja Boji'wa (The 
ZOB). The Force largely comprised members of B'nci. Akiva 
and Idashomcr llatzair. A leading work on this subject is 
Alek,sander Biebcrsfcin s work 'Zaglada A dev. w Krakowic' 
Although this work has not been translated into Fnglish. it has 
the be net it of' a lengthy names index. It also ineludes a street 
than of the Ghetto area. 

For those who understand Frit. further mlormntion about the 
ZOB can be found m Aiyeh Baumingcr's work •l.ochmcc Goto 
Krokuv' ( The Fighters of die Krakow Ghetloi 

published in l%7 

I lie book I’amietnik Jusivny by Guisla Davidson Diaengcr was 
published in Id-pi. Fifty wars later it was published m Fnglish 
as Mlist\na s Narrative'. It is 'essenlml' reading for those who 
do not yet know about the ZOB. 

In 200b the Cialieia Museum in Ika/imier/ staged an exhibition 
on the Jewish Resistance. A bilingual (Fnglish and Polish) 
catalogue was produced under the editorship of' T Strug and 
entitled ‘Fighting for Dignity; Jew ish Resistance in Krakow '. 

Xhk91 Books 

A AT/kor' Book is a particular type of hoop in that it is 
published as a memorial to a Jewish community which was,, iri 
etleef. destroyed in the Holocaust. Lett acts from such books can 
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1 Ik' \Viofici Library is a, and possibly the, major reference 
source in. the United Kingdom fur documents relating to th e 
Holocaust. Its website is at w w w.wiejK: rlibra r\ .eo.uk Tile 
catalogues can be searched on line. Searching for Krakow 
produces over 60 biG and a search of documents reveals the 
following 

Copy discussions on the anti Jewish congress on Krakow, 1947 
1 he trial of Anion Goetb copy proceedings. 1047 and 
Jews of Rrakow ; copy new s eultings. l l >41. 

Phil her items cun be identifier! by searching on Cracow . Krakau 
and. Pfasow 


Hie Sl itetlii ik.s J ewish g en w ebsit e for K rakow 


Maps ol the Ghetto and the Camp at Plas/bw 
Ghetto registrations, parts 1 and 2 

Kxtracts Prom the book ' I hc Lighters ol the Krakow Ghetto' by 
Ariel j Bauniinger in l\ril but with a list of names in Lngiish 
Characters 

A list ol Jew-.s in (he Ghetto (eliekm 


to ilup 

Shoreshim site which enables a name search oi the Ghetto} 

A list ol Jews who li\ed in Gennan) registered in the Krakow 
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A lust ol Krakow Jewish refugees m Vilna 
A summary of names of individuals lor whom 
been submitted to Yad Yashcm 
.A list of Krakow survivors (Ibis data lias 
removed as it is Ivina transferred to the main k 
A list of orphans from Krakow believed to h 
Holocaust 

A ‘Schindler's List' of Jewish inmates 
Czechoslovakia 

A list in Ivrit published in the Davar newspap 
in the Krakow Concentration Camp in 10 11 am 
A list of arrested people working in the 
refrigerators and a trot alt parts, names assoei 
Schindler 

A list of names in eonneetion with Krakow pro| 
A list connected with a mass execution at Niepi 
■of Krakow. August 1942 


alunaiely the home page lor the sl.Uetlir 
ys display the ’site menu' button, [lows 
mation which has been listed can be acccs 
(A new?' button, For example inform 
dw survivors was added to the site in \ 
mation can be obtained through the Shores 
iivd below. A further item on the Shk 
«ite for Krakfwv ean be found in the sub me 
sc lists'. That is a list of almost 2.500 P< 
ter in Krakow taken sometime in 1941 or 1 


g bttek. to the Shoreshim site, there 
eaust survivoi's in Cracow 














































































































































































































































The S'ho reshim site 


ini website, can be found 

This site is dedicated to ti 
BforrmtUon relating (o the Jewish corn.tnunilk 
a wealth of information relating to the Krak<3' 
slicking on the ’what's new?" button on fh 
can gain some idea of the rate at which ne> 
mg; tickled to (he site. 


1 lie contents page of. the data bases sub menu lists the follow me 
iletus for the Holocaust: period: 


hrth.s and deaths. IdoOto 10-12. 

Kennkatl registrations, i.e. registrations relaiin 
tards in February mid March (Of I 
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oi the Jewish population who p 
It contains information relating to 
dagos. including Krakow. The site ir 
pliafographs relating to the Krakt 
olocau.st and tfre period leading up 
>ns are photographs of named irtdi 
,pte are .sections regarding the foil 


iliies 

kow 

Cracow Burial Society and 
luriai Society 

ilan site also lias areas where researchers 
d searches, and direct links to mans other 
ealoeisis which are described in this work. 
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Making Jews Polish - The education of Jewish Chi 
Polish Schools and 

Maintaining Community Jewish Participation, in Private 
Sdiools. 


I'aull) due to (lie memoirs of Survivors, a great deal of 
iulormation is available about school lile. Por example. in his 
book Who aie you. Mr Cry nick? Natan Cross aives a detailed 
account of his time at the Hebrew Secondary School. Alter I9?h 
tins was olJicially known as the Chaim llillstem Private 
C ocdwcaiioiial Secondary School. More generally. the seeond.irv 
school uu,s referred to as the 'Cimua/jum . A history ot this 
estahlishment was published i,n Polish and luit in IPS 1 ) under 
the title lo by la I lebrajska N/kola w krakovvic'. I he book 
includes a list ol the names ol the leadline staff 


■ther source of .information for lvrit readers is S kesxer's 
seierha’ivri bekroke, 190S-I939' (Haifa, 19901 


Further lists ok teachers and 

iV-WW phfyiAam,. h i. yt a i'o 


mum can discover more abm.it > 
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University ill 1905. This work contains a number oi' article's 
which are written m Polish but summarised briefly in .English. 
Furthermore flic work includes a lengthy index of names. It also 
includes a biography of Moixlechaj Gebirtig the “Man of 
Theater' (1877 -1942V 

Unsurprisingly, the l\nt book 'Sefer Kroke' also includes 
articles on The Jewish Ihcatrc in Krakow (.page 752) and 
specifically on Mordcchaj Gcbirtmg (page 390). Additional 
material is available from volume 41 of Pamielnik Teatralny 
(1992). 

The book by Sean Martin has been described m detail. 
Ho\vc\er. one should not overlook a second book which 
describes the Jewish community in Krakow between the wars. 
Iliis is the bilingual work 'Swiat Pr/cd Kalaslrofa - A world, 
before a Catastrophe' published in 2007. This work, like Sean 
Martin's includes a detailed name index. It also includes a 
number ol photographs, many ol which arc not included in other 
publications. ’A World before Catastrophe' additionally 
includes a collection of works by different authors, covering 
religious and social organizations. Zionist and youth groups.and 
health and education. This w ork, and the exhibit ion with which 
it is associated, are review ed by Hannah Ko/iuska AVitt in 
volume23 of 'Polin'. 

Further information is no doubt available from the Polish 
language work by S Pi cell AY Cicmu Kosciolmv 1 Synagog: 
Z,ycic Religijue Mied/.y wojennego Krakowa. 1918 - 1939 ' (In the 
Shadow of Church and Synagogue: Religious Life in In ter war 
Krakow. .1918-1939) which was published in 1999, 


7 19 



































































































































































































































One aspect of the Jewish press is discussed in volume 23 of 
'Polin’, particularly in a paper by Jamis/ Falpwskj, -'life: 
Political 1 bought of Nowy D/iennik in its Early! Period; July 
1918 - February 1919’. Previously, Czeslaw Brzoza Wrote an 
article 'The Jewish Press in Krakow which appeared in volume 
7 of 'Polin’. A further work on this topic, in English, is Mr 
Brzoza’s 'Jewish Periodicals in Cracow (1918-1939). This 
appeared in 'Bibliographies of Polish Judaica’ linked to• a- 
sympasiuin which was held in 1988. 
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In considering the period 1918 to 1939 one i 
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As previously noted, if the main ’site men 
working, some information can be obtained It 
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The article m Sheniot which lies been mentioned offered the 
view that the railua_\s must lv repaided as an important 
facilitator of miarariou. if not a autSc ol:' it. 








































































































































































V .Hi Iv con W 1 11 11 'III J ini u< ill 0 '.-it;. . 

The British Library in London (and no doubt others) holds 
copies of various books containing old maps of Krakow. 1 hose 
include Katalog dawnych map wielkoskalowych Krakowa XVI- 
XIX wieko by Michal Odlanicki-Poczobutt, This work includes. 
a set of large scale plans of the Kaz.tmi.erz district Irorn the 
period 1802 to 1808. It is immediately apparent from them 
plans that the area of population was mainly restricted to just a 
few blocks of buildings which were surrounded by lields. One 
plan clearly shows that the 'new cemetery which is now on 
iVliodowa Street was separated from the area of housing by 
fields/ 

Another early 19 lh century plan can be found at the front of 
volume two of the leading work Historja Zyclow w Krakowie i 
na Kazimierzu 1304-1868 by Professor Major Balalram I his 
map shows the numbers ol houses in the district which 
correspond to several documents of genealogical interest, 
including the censuses of 1700 and 1705. 

A similar plan showing house numbers in the early part ol the 
IO Hi century can be found at 

ww w.jew idn.yn.on: sht eil mkvkrakow-ak a / .h'Hisey J tfftl 

One of the plans held at the l.ubic/ Street Arclmes is Plan 
Miasta ka/imier/. from 18 15. This clearly -Tows two features. 
The first is the separation of the Jewish quarter to the cast ol Li 
Krakow ska from the rather less crowded Christian quarter to the 
west. Ok? second feature is a branch of the River Vistula 
sweeping round Ka/imier/ to the north and the cast. Further 
features are remnants of the old city wall which, in earlier days 
had been an adilitio.mil physical barrier around Kazimier/.. J he 
















































































































































































































1815 map shows ilie mew Jewish cemetery still some distance 
front the housing area separated by a farm or manor house. Tills 
is marked as a ‘Daywor which gave its name to the street now 
called ui Dajworon which the Museum of Galicia is located. 


Those visiting the National .Museum shop on the main market 
square may still be able to buy a copy ol a map of I'srakdw dated 
1836. By tin's Lime the (Own of Ka;inner/ had been incorporated 
into the city of Krakow . However the area of housing was still 
limited and the cemetery was still separated from the town 
proper by fields and the manor house. I unhermorc the whole 
Ka/imier/ area still remained surrounded on three sides by the 
river, connected to Ntradom and oilier pails of Krakow by just 
[two bridges. 


It was not until rjie I NT's (hat the civic authorities filled in the 
Vistula to the nqrtii and east of Ka/imier/. forming what are 
now ul Diet I ;'i (to the north) and hi Starav istla (to the east). Two 
plans relating to tills engineering work can be found in 'l lice I 
Place Krakow skiego Ka/imier/a’ b_\ Boguslaw Krasnow olski 
(published in Krakow in |00g by T'lmcrsitas') This work 
includes nearly a hundred photographs and plans of streets 
Covering some live centuries but featuring largely the (0 lh and 
20' 1 ' centuries. One plan, that of Moiseis Street m 1013 shows 
the names of \ arious families li\ ing. or ow iring properties, in the 
area,. This raises the possibility that other plans which remain in 
the archives may refer to specific families. The book also 
includes (unfortunately only in Polish) detailed descriptions of 
the urban development of many .streets in Ka/imier/ and 
Stradom 


r account of the urban development of Ka/imier/, and 
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H'k Mnwentar/. archiwum miasta K.azir 
'>35-1802’. As the iilia implies, this w 
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etimenls held at the Archives in til Sienna Lv a 
/) front 1821 listing houses and house owners in. 
Krakow, part of the Jewish area. The Archive 
his list are K80 I and .1 10438. 


oil Ul house numbers in ka/.imicr/ t 
e in about I 850 . Details can he IouikI 
leld at the Archives at til Sienna. The 
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I 800. Ccrtumh. an address hook for 18 
.allcr.org search. I rom the home page 
Irakow ' in the field marked 'Ally plugs 
in the 'Regular Match' field. A A 
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given name. ; 
mother's give 


.given name 
ther's father. 
ou.se number 


in of this dalafxi.se and its or 
s 7\ Guide to Jewish GeueaU 
:.rai guides published by The 
Great Britain. Hie website 

ora.uk 


jgCsls the follow ing lips w lien 


that the name you are researe 
mber of different ways, 
you don’t find anything one d 
rords which ha\e been added 
know the geographical row 
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o be found in the June 2006 issue of \Shcnmt 


I lie Jew isligcn tcmuH I under is a ]x>ucxUd tool whieli can be 
louml at 'v\v\vjevj;d!eei!.or;;jen2 . Searching for the town of 
Krakow w ithout inserting any family name goes a loial of about 
2.600 flits referring to nearly 1.660 researchers. I he database 
ei\es lOtilaet details ol eaeli researcher who is interested in a 
given surname. As would he expected, the database ean be 
searched by reference lo surname, and variations of basic 
searches' using exact spelling, 'starts with'. ’contains'. and 
'sounds like’ march inn. 


The home page ol the Jewishgen site has a section headed 
'Discussion Groups'. This has a sub section lor Special Interest 
Group mailing lists. Researchers into Krakow genealogy should 
Subscribe to the Gesher Galicia SIG which can he aeeesrsed 
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the eighteenth century up to the 1940V The early data 
ineludes:- 


Birtbh. 179$to 1S09 
Marriages, 1798 to fSOfgittd 
A list of homeowners from ISO" 

Included in 'other documents' are the following 

Krakow students who successfully completed second years 

I VS. t VO and 1871 

The .military draft for Krakow. IS 19 - ISot) 

Tombstone inscriptions in the Miodowa ccmcieiy 
The contents of I .niter I )a\ Saints micro films 
Summaries of Jew ish populations in Krakow 
The j 89 I Galicia Business Directory 
Arid a link to the Krakow shied site. 

Cemeteries 

Previous chapters of this work have included references to 'The 
Jewish Cemeteries of Cracow ' winch has been published In the 
Association of C Yawn inns in Israel. Reference has also been 
marie to 'Blow Up. The New Jewish Cemetery in Krakow' 
published in 20119 This w ork includes slum biographies of over 
fifty communal leaders spanning the 1 9' and 20" 1 centuries. 
Furthermore, as noted above, the Shoreshun website includes 
data oh tombstones in the Krakow cemetery. That is to say the 
‘main' burial ground on Mioehnva Street. These source* include 
information about burials from about the middle of the iv ' 
century. 





















































































































































































































































relating to the Mtndowa Cemetetv 
HirschbergK site. Searching on : 
nents reveals a list of tombstone in 
it to but is not the same as the b 
iation of Cracov iunx in Israel. 


A visit to the Jewish communal office in 1996 revealed that an 
oUsimtf lecoul book lelalmg to tile Aficxlouu Street cemetery 
had survived the second world war. having been hidden in a 
milk churn. I his book is arranged in approximate alphabetical 
order. It show s die vear of each burial and the location of each 
gravestone. I nlommatelv. m precise, it is difficult actuallv to 
bud specific nineteenth century stones m the cemetery since 
mauv of those stones arc now m poor condition, Visitors to the 
huiial ground may nevertheless imd an \vota\iui hook to he of 
tise. I hat is 'A field Guide to Visiting a .IcwKli Cemeterv' In 
Kabhi Joshua I. Segal. A hook covering similar ground is 
(mide to Reading Hebrew hiscrmitons and Documents' written 
hy Rosemary Wuveiul. and published by file Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Great Britain. 


A useful reference book is Katalog Zabytkdw S/iuki w f’olsee 
f\ ( atalogue of \rt Monuments m Bohind), volume IV. part VI. 
ihis relates to the Ka/imicr/ and Stradom districts of Krakow . 
I his was published in lops by the Polish Academe of Sciences. 
Ihe work is very largely devoted to die Rerun and Miodowa 
Street, cemeteries. Although much of the book is written in 
I’olisli, it contains a huge number of photographs of tombstones, 

Mtivri I.M. .1. , ■ \ • . , . , .... 


Gown Street cemetery was opened in 
the old Re'mu site continued to he used 








































































































































































































































[lie twentieth century. Genealogisks wilt be lucky to find graves 
of their ancestors in the Rente site. Nevertheless n great deal 
has been written about that burial ground A particularly detailed 
work, which includes a name index. is 'Slaty Zydewski 
Cmental'/, vv Krakowic‘ written by l.es/ek Hondo and published 
in 19dy by Wydawniclw o l niversylctu Jagielloiiskiego. 


Data is constantly being added to the Jow ishgcn Burial Registry 
(TGWBR) project. This can be accessed via w ww Jcwjshgeu.org 
and then going to databases. I he database lists (with effect from 
July 2000) over six thousand burials from the Miodoua 
Cemeterv. 


likhDdrze 


A review of the Jewish community of Krakow should include 
the southern district of l’odeor/.c. Arguably, this area is best 
known as the site of the ghetto din ing the Holocaust. It should 
be remembered, however, that a Jewish community was 
established (here tow aids the end of the 10 century. 'A History 
of the Jew ish (’omnninity of Podgor/c' is the title of a chapter ift 
volume 23 of 'Polin'. In. her work, the autlior. Barbara Zbroja. 
draws information from 'Tire Jewish Community in Podgbrze’ 
published by The Jew ish Historical Institute m W arsaw. 


The Pudgor/c community opened a cemetery in IASS. Ibis was 
one of two adjacent cemeteries on ul. Jero/.olimska which 
became subsumed by the Jdaszovv concentration camp. It t5 not 
clear w hether the birth or death records, or the burial records, of 
the community have survived. However, the Jewish Records 
Judex big i.IRl) on line data base includes the following marriage 
records for Podgor/e lor various vears between IS? / and I93.fr. 
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anyone planning to carry out a. 


rch in the city 


Volume 23 of Palin, page 68. shows 
1815 (upon the creation of The f ree 
follow ina dates, 

I June 1815. 1824. 1834 and 1844 
31 October 1847. 1850 and 1857 ami 
31 December 1867. 1890 and 0)00. 


!he census for 31 December I860 (often referred to as the 1S70 
census) has been mierolilmed by the Mormon (dnnvh. and is 
particularly easx to read, further information can be found at 
http: •tinyurl.com 2dltll/u. I his shows that the film numbers lot 
district K are Ml!. INTO films 23828 14 to 2332852. (he last film 
opporent 1 \ bong an alphabetic index, films from the Mormon 
( hurch can be ordered on hit iysi_.fi h11.f;uniI w:a rc 1 1 .i jpj 


ranye of material held at til. Sienna is extremek wide and a 
description would he well hexond the scope oi this work. It 
owexer. worth referring again to 'die catalogue compiled In 
an friedbery 'limcnlaiv Areliiwnm Miasta Ka/inner/a pod 
.oweni 1 .>35 - 1802 , a eopx ol which is. ol'course held at 
krclm-es. It is also worth mentioning ayain the documents 
iny to the change? ill the numbering of homes during the 
Century xx hich have been described earlier in this chapter. 





























































































































































































































































ts amount ol work listing. me holdings oi c 
Poland was earned out b\ Miriam Weiner. .1 
hiention ol' !ter work '.lew ish Roots in Poiat 
the Past and Archival lincntorics*. More tece 
expected, her work is to be found on the intc, 
poml is Into tUlo mKlu t i »t.oi i , do search 
i particular town dick on ’Archive Database 01 
arid the 'Archive Documents'. The- site lists 
.joes of documents which are held at The ‘ 
irakow. 
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)p-is\>9, US 15 - IBS3 

mis 1SI I IS lb. ISIS. 1S20 - ISS2 

fists .1.380- ISb(). 17% -1808 ! Jewish door keepe 

and marria.ee records 


nnieiit records and 

is 1892,' 1908. 190S and 1900 


a records tluil properly tax lists lor Krakow IS 
d at the Central Slate Historical Archives ol' Uk 


]y. passports are not generally i 
1 other sources which have been 
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following items, which arc i is fed by way of example. 

Minutes, of various community departments. 1848 and 1899 - 

1912 

A register of Ka/imier/ eomnuituiv properties, 1861 

Minutes and correspondence and inventories of flic community 

board for various years 

Files on the Jsaz.iniieiv. community budget and (axes 
A. list of kosher matt taxpayers, 1858-9 
A register of community member incomes. 1897 
Community elections - minutes and lists of voters. 1 874 - WOO 
The Jewish Hospital. I 866 - I S7d 
A list of the needy. J K90 J 894 

lists of students at Jewish Schools. IS74 1N7S and 1889 - 
1.808 

Minutes and correspondence relating to various Zionist 
organizations 

Fists of Jew ish communities and their inhabitants in the Krakow 
district. 1879 and 180S 
And also 

Birth and death registers, 1788 1855 and 

Banns, marriages and divorce registers. I 798 - 1842. 

Additionally, the Archive holds a number of historically 
important documents which may he of general background 
interest, to genealogists. 

Tin 1 Work s of_Majer Balab a.ii 

An account of information relating to the Jewish community ol 
Krakow would be incomplete without some description of the 
works of the historian. Prof Major Balaban. This author wrote 
many books which refer to sources which have since become 
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Increasing!) il seems to he the ;nm ol genealogists to publish 
their research and this lies become incrcasinglx feasible with 
new technology which has reduced costs. One such publication 
is ‘ I hese are the Cienerations I he Sehamrolhs from Krakow" 
b> Julian Seliamroth. lire author of that work was n. or the. 
leading force behind the Shoreshim website which has alrcad\ 
been menlioned. 1 1 is addresses are I’O Bm .W 7 . Kjo.i1 Yearim. 
Israel 90.841) and jsehani W/ahaN .'iict.jj 


I i's'se are the Cienerations covers a wide period. from., the 
eighteenth to the twentieth century. It is. naturally, of use to 
members ol the extended Nchamroth family ami includes an 
alphabetic names index. However die work is also if interest to 
the wider genealogical community because it describes a broad 
range ol sources of information. 


A work which in many ways is similar 0 'Cienerations - A 
Millennium ol Jewish History in Poland from the Earliest' Times 
to the Holocaust held by a Survivor front an Old Krakow 








































































































































































































pmer.t of tor Krakow 
article which appears h 
s a piece w l inen In Lt 
have a Jew ish I Hite .’’ 
±: Vyd/i \v Krakow j. 
kijm Study of the Elitt 
ilisheis, Peflaiinwfeaf l i 




























































































































































































mmm 




VS>.- ■L- : ' ::: ;. ;’-; , H '." " 1 ; 

Hi 


uppp 

mm&mm 


it the Jewish Communit 
,\.'soci;!i : i.iii of Progressi 
>t New Ideologies: Tire 











































































































































at lea 
joeun 
i.\vtu;n 
grau.[ 
‘ersitj' 







































































































































































































thp. EK .iHTr-:r:N;m n:\i ury 


Historical Bu ekground 


.hie history of the Kistkou area i:s to found in ‘The 
■ow' by Bngenms/ Dtnlu. In that work the author 
first partition of Poland stating that in 1772 the 
iy entered Krakow and all of a sudden the citv 
nut,Vide the borders ol Poland, lie goes on 'The 
tided that the riverbed i which w as to be die borderi 
Vistula m the area of the present l 'lien ] diet la. Thus 
er the whole of ku/imier/ as far as the Stradom 
s lour years to explain the 'mistake' and eventiiallv 
army lei! ka/imier/. I low ever (w ent v veins later, 
i result of the third partition of Poland not onk 
ut also Cracow became pan of the Austrian 
Him In this way die majority ol Jewish inhabitants 
io\cd in anti out ol .Austrian rule and buck into it 
he kilter part ol' the I S 11, century. 


I he book by Pugcnius/ Dudn is one of many which irave been 
written in recent years about the Jewish eoimmmitx in krakbw. 
.An earlier work by (lie same author was published mainlv in 
Polish but partly in Pnglish. ! hat was 'kralow.skie Judaic;*’ 
■ PWI ). Another work published at about the same time was the 
bilingual work. 'Jewish Monuments of Krakow's ka/imier/ - A 
Short Cmide' by iVlichaf RozeL In that wink the author refers to 
T) .lozel Street (ill. Jo/elai whieli was the home of die 
community scribe. Pmclias S/ijowic/. in the period 1770 to 
I ftfT I idortuiiaieiy. stales VI; Ro/ek. the property Was 
destroyed by lire, in 1 77A and many valuable documents were 
destroyed. I his is oorrcis.tent with the fact that durfttg; the J8 M 
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vv ielkoskalow ycb Krakowa X\ I-Xl\ wieku (Pan. YVyd. 
Ndukovye, I '*81). 

Ce nsus ketti rns 

A good starting point lor In centum tosedrch into Jewish 
genealogy tor Krakow is Dan 1 lirschberg's site 
v v \ v \ v. i c s. i ic i. e d t i' - m. 1 a i i ■ ;:e n c a I v m Krakeyw This lists a number 
of Jewish documents. ('licking on 'earl\ records (before 1.810.)' 
shows how Mr I lirsehberg lias inferred surnames info the 1700 
and 1707 censuses. Databases are given separately for the two 
censuses as well as bulbs and marriages lor the end of the IN 
century , d’he lists reflect a great deal of detective work carried 
out by reference to birth marriage and death records in die early 
part of the Id century, flic originals of the censuses can be 
viewed at the Stale Archives in Krakow ml Sienna), or at the 
Central Archives lor the History of Jewish People in the 
Sprin/.ak Kuildmg on the (iival Ram campus of the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem. 

By way of example, the I 70S census shows that the head of the 
family number 708 at house number OS was Isaac, the son of 
Samuel, a candle maker aged 7<i. 1 lie I 700 census shows Isaac 
living with bis parents Samuel, a candle maker aged 47 and 
Dwora aged 10. dlic censuses do not in general show surnames 
because, in praeticc. these were not adopted by Jewish families 
in the community until the early part of the |0 d: century, 
However by reference to a marriage in 1817. Dan Hirschberg 
has inferred that Samuel's lather was Marcus and that the family 
nan’ie was YVei.skertz (meaning ‘while candled. This detective 
work has in effect added a generation to. the WeasketTz tree, 
indicating that Marcus w as horn say 25 years', before Samuel in 
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1'?H7' (the 1787 census ol the population oi the Krakow dio 
Arelmvum Komisji Hislonczuej. PA1 7. Krakow 1894 pp 

f.r-r . I-:.' . . 


: According to some authorities several rather inaccurate censuses 
were conducted throughout what became Galicia during the 
l?70's. For example. Isaac Lewin has referred to censuses in 
1773, 1774 and 17/6 CThe Jewish Community in Poland’, 
chapter All. entitled ‘The Jews in Galicia"! 


An even earlier census is the 17Mo census whieh is described 
in Chapter 25 of Major Balaban's hook. Tlislorja Z.ydbw w 
Krakow ic i na Ka/.imicr/u 1.4)4 1868'. Speed icahv reference 

should he made to the section of the chapter described as 
Slatvsgvka ludnosci /ydowskiej w r. I 765'. l nlorluuately. the 
census itself seems to have been lost. It is likely that the 1765 
census contained numbers rather than names. 


lit his work ‘Generations' i page IllOi George .1 Alexander 
comments that lor centuries registers of inhabitants ol Poland 
were kept by Roman C’alholie palish priests. He states The 
Jews were mostly registered In local rabbis under superv ision of 
the priests who were supposed lo cheek the accuracy of the 
census lists.’ 


In 1989 Dr Sliaul Stampfer published an extensive work on 'The 
1764 Census of Polish Jewry’ (Bur flan: Annual of Bar Hun 
University, Studies in .Italnica and the Humanities 24-25. and 
see work: by Raphael Mahler mentioned in Prof ( iundert’s work 
Mews in Poland-Lit [mania in the. I .ightccnl.b Century’;; 








































































































































































































Furiher references to the 1787 and I 764 5 censuses and Krakow 
ate given in an article ' I he Urbanised Jewry of Sandomierz and 
faibiiii Provinces in Utc 18 ( eniury b\ Jadwica Mtis/ynska 
(Suttlia Judaica 2: [000 No 2( In. Sadly. in relation (o tile 
1761/5 census, the author slates 'Following the destruction of 
the last wyi we aie left with only those lists for .To wish taxpayers 
Irom Baranovv. Konskowola. and Stas/du . One must live in 
Itope. howev et. that some detailed lists lor Krakow will come to 
light in. the fullness of time, possibly in the- Archives of the 
Archbishop. 

Lis t s of 1 Ion sehoklcm 

f he sjte established by Dan I lii seltbei e gives information not 
only about late IS century eetistis returns hut also y list oF 
householders. (.’licking on ‘curh records' leads to a database oF 
house outlets with a description ’these are 1N07 listings except 
lor Stradom and Kasimier/ which are i n ’. Several of the 
households have been cross referenced to the censuses and to 
teeoals of the early 19 century. For example, house 90 is 
shown as being Occupied by batik (son of) Samuel. The 
surname of Wcissker/e is mlerred and reference is made to 
‘census family 508, house 96\ 

An alternative version of the listing was at one time avail.side on 
A 2 fu ■is/wiH;i.edti; ; gdaiLgeneak >g\ ^ K rtikow hs I 797.him 
I his alternative list describes each building and gives an area 
measured in square lathoms. a fathom being about six feet. 

I hits house 96 is described us a wooden house m a cross gsktci 
street, and having an area of 29 square fathoms. This appears to 
have been little more than a large shed which, according to the 
1 795 census w as occupied by no fewer than I 7 people. 
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o other publications give much more detailed accounts of the 
. cemetery, the first ol these is 'Stare /vdnwski (’nii'ninr/ w 


old cemetery. 1 he first ol these is 'Stary Zydovvski Cnientarz w 
Krakow ie' by Leszek Hondo . IW. This is wholly in Polish 
but includes not only illustrations but also a detailed description 
Of the wording to be tound on gravestones. This work was 
reviewed in volume 16 of 'Polin' with a response by the author 
in volume 19. I lia second book is 'Kutulog /abytkou S/tuki 
Krakow Kazimicr/.. Stradom', published In the Polish 
Academy ol .Sciences in 1995 This work includes a large 
number of photographs and an alphabetic list of names. 


c Archives 


1 he holdings ol the Stale Arclmcs in Krakow include records of 
births, deaths and marriages from the end of the IN ' century 
onw ards. Generali} . these relate In the period after the 
beginning of the Austrian oeeupaiion. Some authorities (for 
example the catalogue of The Central Archives lor the llistorv 
of the Jewish People) indicate that Ihc \relmes hold vital 
records from I7NX, but in reality tile documents available for 
research start only ten y ears later. These can be searched on the 
Shorexhim and Dan I lirschbere; sites. 


Thy detailed work '.Jewish Roots in Poland - Pages from the 
Past and Archival Inventories' (.1967) by Miriam Weiner 
indicates that the following types of IS 1 ' century document are 
held at the Archives in Krakow in addition to those which have 
already been mentioned in this chapter; 

Laud documents 1 700 -1794 
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Very detailed research into the custom-; registers of Krakow 
forms that basis of Prof. P W Carter's work 'Trade and urban 
development in Poland Art economic geography of Cracow, 
from its origins to 1705 (Cambridge Cm varsity Press). Ho 
states that the Krakow Archives hit Id registers for various vears 
between 1589 and 1702 under the description Repestra thelunei 
civitutis Craeoviensis isyg 21 15 - 225(0. 

Prof Carter also refers to material on house rents in the cite for 
years between 1585 and I 774 png loo I 1975s, 


Although the Arehivcs at nl. Sienna 10 are of most interest It' 
genealogists, one must not overlook the branch of (he \rchives 
at I he Want! ( astle (telephone 12 122 27 4, open Mondavs to 
Fridays 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m.i The Archives website slates that 
the Vauel site contains 'Old Polish Piles of Chaw, nistnets. 
Family Archives and Other Collections'. A brief visit to the 
Archives in 2008 did not reveal any specific documents of 
Jewish genealogical interest relating to Krakow hut die search 
carried out on that occasion was short, and certainly not 
exhaustive. In any event a visit to the Vauel site is of 
considerable general historical interest. 
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Records of the Koscherl'leisch Konmiisston. 1797 to 1802 and 
concernitia lax on kosher meal. 1796 to 1767 


Following the pattern of the last chapter, reference should now 
be made to (he extensive academic works of the historian Prof 
Majer Bnktban. 


The volumes which have been desert-bed include ; 
index of names of individuals and also a number of 
Charts, Those charts which Include the eighteenth 
to the lollowine familtes:- 


Mojzesz Jxukow ie/. (the .lekeles family) 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































nil M V KM I km n ce ntur y 


Historical., Ba d-;mound 

The book ‘The Jews o| Cracow' by Utigeniiis/. Du da describes 
the seventeenth cctU'urv as a period of two halves. The first Half, 
together with the I6‘ century, was the best period in the history 
of the Polish and Cravovian Jewry in Old Poland. It was a. 
period of considerable spiritual and material wealth. However, 
the 1650‘s saw the start of a period of deterioration, starting 
with the Swedish invasion, followed by increasing ami Jewish 
sentiment and a weakening of authority which eventual!} lead to 
the three partitions of the Kingdom. This deterioration. is 
described by several authorities, for example a chapter in 
George .1 Alexander's work 'Generations' is entitled 'Decline of 
the Polish-Uthuanian Commonwealth IMS }?9fY. 

A further source is ‘The Jews in Old Poland. 1000 179b’ 

edited by Anthony Polonsky and others (faituts Publishers. 
1097). Phis work includes two chapters which relate to 
KraRbw:- 

The Krakfwv Yovoidc's Jurisdiction over Jews; A Stud} of the 
Historic, il Records of the Krakow Yovoidc's Administration of 
Justice to Jews and 

Jewish Trade in the Century of Krakow's Decline. 

It is sometimes difficult to appreciate that even during the 
‘golden age' of the early pari of the century, the geographical 
area of Ka/imier/ was very small. \ map of the period is one of 
st'vcral ip Thee I Place Krakowskiego Karimier/a" by 
Bogustavv Krasnowojski (published iii Krakow. 1992. by 
TJniversitas"), This shows an area of significantly less than a 
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Sciences. Institute of Art. in 1995. 

Yet more detailed information A to be found in I.eszek Hondo's 
work ‘Story Zydouski Cmcntar/ w Krakow ie" published in 
1999. This book is subtitled ‘A History of the Cemetery and an 
Analysis of Hebrew Inscriptions'. Ihilonunately. from tire 
perspective oi most genealogical researchers, the book is in 
Polish, only. On the other hand it does include an. index of 
names and an extensive bibliography. 

Archi ves 

Seventeenth century documents are almost eerlainlv held at (he 
State Archives in Krakow- (both at. ul Sienna and in the Wuwcl 
Castle) and Warsaw, as well as at the Jew ish Historical Institute 
in Warsaw--. CuJoftunately. however, the boldines at those 
locations which are likely to be relevant to Jewish genealogv 
have not been catalogued in a form which is readily available. 
On the other hand the Catalogue of 1 lie Central Archives of the 
History of Jewish People published in 200 1 by Avotavmi lists a 
significant number of documents. Several of these relate to 
trade disputes and regulations relating to Jewish trade. Other 
papers relate to property ownership and properly leases and to 
taxation. For example (lie Archives hold die follow ing;- 

Court records and legal documents concerning indiv idual Je\v.s 
Records of the Rabbinical Conn 

Records of the Wojewoda's Court for the Jew s. 1020 .... 1042 
Idles of the Tailors' Guild and 

Records ol taxes paid to the Swedish Commisar in Krakow. 
1657 

















































































































































































[fee Wojewoda's Court lor the Jew.-, is the subject oJ an article 
>y Siuilsbw G rod/. i ski entitled The Krakow Voivode's. 
urisdieTton over Jew: A Studs of the Historical Records ol the 
vrakow Yoi\odeX Administration of Justice to lews'. Hus 
ip pears in 'The Jews in Old Poland 1000 - 1 X>5 published in 
tssoeiatiou with The institute for Polish-Jowish Studies, Ox lord. 
Ufertdrtutrttely, however, the author does not indicate the 
.ovation or archive references ol the various source documents. 


The c\tensi\e works of Prof Balaban have been mentioned in 
previous chapters. It o to be hoped that in due course more ol 
his work will he translated into 1 iiclish. Reeardine the TV' 
cenfun. the lollowine work b\ the Professor relating to the 
Jewish community in Krakow is listed h> I cs/ek Hondo in Ins 
work on the Old Remu Cemclery:- 

Italiemsehe und spanisehe Acr/te und Apotheker im AA 1 und 
\VH JahrluuHlerl in Krakau in 'Monatssclirili fur (iesehielite 

und Wissensehall rles JudenllHUiis . IN'M.paues 173-:- I So 


Boeian, Markov,ie/. 
\Y lochou-, Abraham 


.lakubmvicz. Rappaport. Landau, Popper 
Ko/ueho-w . Lew ka Swiietlika, Morawc/.yk 
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' (he works which have been mentioned in previous 
of this (itiide refer in some detail to this earlv period. 
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Prineiplally, of course, is volume I of the work in Prof Balabam 
hut reference can also he made to such relatively minor works as 
'Juden in. Krakau' hy Jclmda I. Stein, ami ' The Jews of Cracow' 
by Fiugemus/ Duda. 

Also worthy of note is the article 'Across the River; How and 
why the Jews of Krakfwv settled m Kaztrnieiv at the find of the 
fifteenth Century' hy Hannah Zarennka. which appeared in 
volume 22 of ‘Polin'. 

Muui ci t>al 'Records 

In 1995, a consortium of academic institutions pnhlished a hook 
The Jews in MedktCval Cracow,'. Ph is was prepared 'hy Bozena 
W\rozumska. The hook starts with a short siimmaiw. in Polish 
and English. of records kept hy the municipal authorities from 
the latter part of the 14' century and into the 15"', These 
include records maintained hy the magistrates' bench and the 
city council. The authors explain that the magistrates handled 
not so much matters of litigation but mainly matters relating fn 
immovable property. The records, which were written m faint, 
therefore relate largely (o commercial transactions, including 
loans. Hie book pi\cs leaders the benefit of three indexes, 
listing entries hy name of individual, place and subject matter. 

As noted in earlier chapters, prof. Carter has identified a 
number of early trade records in Ins work Trade ami urban 
development in Poland \n economic geography of Cracow, 
from its origins to I795‘. These records include l.ibri laxorum, 
Starting with the year 1554 and T'oralup (with Archive codes 
sygn (511 w 1522) as well as rent records from 1515 onwards 
(sygn 1523 onwards). He has also identified records relating to 













































































































































































































eeific customs Julies fur the years 
52 and 2353 to 2367).. 


H elenes 


The mediaeval cemetery lor the Jewish imputation of Krakow 
was situated close to the old Jewish quarter. That is to say m 
what js now part ol the University area on ut s\w Aimy (Saint 
Anne's Street) winch leads from the eastern eoruer of Rvttek 
Gldwny, the main market square. An article by Lugenius/. Duda 
and .lodlowicc D/ied/ic in d‘ov, ieks/enie' Cl/dow up' or 
'Enlargement') pfaces the Cemetery outside the city walls close 
to pi esc nt day G/ysla Street. By the end ol the Is century. 
however, the community had largely moved to (lie separate 
township of ka/imicr/. Accordingly the year 1552 saw the 
opening ol the Re.mu cemetery which was used until I SOU. 

:; : ■ “i 1 'iintiIIii‘“ v ‘ 11 »it*M'■"t«r f ? ?IH 1 f Us"t‘?"I i"1111 

Ike Renin cemetery is deserittx'd in a number of hocks which 
have Iven described in earlier chapters, hut most particularly in 
l.es/ck Hondo's work 'Stary /ydowski Cmenlar/ w Krakowie'. 
Several Its 1 ' century crave stones have survived, including those 
of Moshe lsserlis and members of his family. 


The map at the front of volume two of LTof Babrban's work 
shows an old eemetery (stars ementar/i at the northern end of 
til. S/.eroka. not far from the Remit cemetery, and actuaJly 
located in the centre of the road. I bis small plot adjoins an alms 
house (pt/.ytube ttbogteh) Records for this small cemetery have 
vet to be identified, but they may never be discovered if the 
plots relate only to pauper's graves. A, photograph of the walk'd 
eemetery U included in volume two of the work by Prof. 
Rafaban. hi the article which has already been meulioneck 
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More readily available is the Professor's work Hislorja /vdow 
\v Krakowic i na Ka/imier/u. I A) I-IS68. As noted in previous 
chapters, the work includes a number of genealogical charts 
relating to prominent families. Several ui the charts which 
mainly concern the )7‘ lt century go hack into the 10 . 
Additionally there are charts relating to the following families:- 

llorowic, Wahl- Kal/enellenhogen. kalahora. Samuel Bar 
jVleS7,ulnm. and of course Moshe. Isseilis. 

I n the B egin ning 

This short work, hav ing travelled in reverse older through the 
centuries, comes to its conclusion in the beginning. The start ol 
the Jewish community in Krakow is often stated to be in the 
vear I M i4. Certainly this is the year taken by Prof Balaban. 
Seven centuries years later Miehal Ro/ek and Henryk 
I lalkow ski gav e a Memorial Lecture ' l lic Jew s m Cracow - a 
7(H) vear History'. Tins lecture has Iven published by the 
.ludaiea Poundnlion Center lor Jew ish C.ultimo. ! lie speakers 
qrtes.troiled whether let) I was both too late aim loo early, loo 
late because a number ol communal institutions were already m 
place at that time (according to a chronology prepared by lTol 
Caller, the earliest, albeit temporary. Jewish presence Oil 
Krakow was in the vear PbS when 'Ibrahim ibn Jaktib. a Jewish 
merchant from Spain, recorded a town called Krakowa on a 
journev through Slavonic territory') - and too early because the 
community did not take on special significance until the Golden 
,\<je of the lb 1 ’ century. W hatev er the answer (and in Jewish 
matters there are usually at least two answers to every question), 
there, is no doubt that the (vein locations of Krakow and 
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